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STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE

Gun deaths in the United States have reached their highest level in nearly 40

years. &

* In 2017, approximately 40,000 Americans died from gun violence~that's
more than 100 people every day.” &

« Gun deaths increased by 16% from 2014 to 2017.5

« Americans are 25 times more likely to be killed by a gun than people in
other developed nations.:.

Aloophole in federal law allows people with felony convictions, domestic

abusers, fugitives from justice, and people prohibited from possessing guns

due to mental iliness to purchase guns without a background checks.

The Internet has contributed to the problem - 1in 9 online gun shoppers

using Armslist.com, an unlicensed retailer, had prohibiting status.

The federal government has not expanded background checks beyond brick

and mortar stores for over 25 years?, prompting state to consider gun safety

measures. Organizations working to end gun violence offer and advocate for

data-driven, evidence-based policy solutions to this public health crisis,

including comprehensive background checks that require the transfer of

firearms be through a licensed retailer. .55 11

STATES ON BACKGROUND CHECKS

Case Studies

Twenty-one states require background checks for all handgun purchases.

States with universal background check laws are associated with lower

firearm homicide, suicide, and trafficking rates.

« State comprehensive background check laws is associated with 48
percent lower rates of gun trafficking.

« Connecticut experienced a 40 percent reduction in gun homicide rate and
a15 percent reduction in gun suicide rate after passing a comprehensive
background check policy. .

« Missouri repealed its purchase permit law requiring background checks in
2007. From 2008 to 2017, gun deaths increased 55 percent in Missouri,
compared to a 17 percent increase nationwide.

MYTH: "BACKGROUND CHECKS
ARE ALREADY REQUIRED"

Unlicensed sellers can sel irearms without requiring a
background check. A 2017 study estimated that 22
percent of gun owners i the U.S. acquired their most
recent firearm without a background check. "

MYTH: "BACKGROUND CHECKS WILL
NOT REDUCE GUN VIOLENCE"

A study found that 80 percent offirearms obtained for
criminal purposes were acquired from sources not
required to run a background check, and 96 percent of
inmates who were prohibited from possessinga
firearm at the time they committed their crime
obtained their gun this way.

MYTH: "CRIMINALS WILL GET GUNS
REGARDLESS OF BACKGROUND
CHECKS"

In 2017, over 170,000 sales were denied by licensed
firearm sellrs.  Convicted felons made up nearly 40
percent of the attempted firearm purchases.’ Since the
passage of the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act,
‘over 3.5 million sales have been blocked to prohibited
people.
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